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He took His seat of honor and power 
on the right hand of God as King of 
kings and Lord of lords, where He 

reigns now and forever.

T H E LONG A N D SHORT OF I T — 
T H E EN DI NG OF M A R K ’S GOSPEL
A well-known puzzle for Bible students has been the ending of Mark. 
Specifically, if it has a long ending or a short one. Most English Bibles 
include a footnote indicating that “the most reliable early manuscripts” 
of Mark do not have 16:9–20 and that the Gospel likely ended abruptly at 
16:8. But some manuscripts have the “long ending,” and whether or not it 
is part of the original, it reflects the faith of the early church and mirrors 
some things mentioned in the other Gospels. This lesson will include our 
reflections on both the “long” and the “short” of it.

L AT E FR I DAY A F T ER NO ON TO SU N DAY EV EN I NG 
MarK 15:40 – 16:13
The events are incontestable but the sequence is sometimes a matter of 
surmise. This need not concern us overmuch, for the facts do not change.

Mark
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GO OD FR I DAY A F T ER NO ON
Jesus hung upon the cross from the third hour to the ninth hour, that is, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (15:25). Darkness held sway from the sixth hour to the 
ninth (15:33) that is, from 12 noon to 3:00 in the afternoon. What happened 
during the remaining three hours on Good Friday, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.? 
A number of activities took place.

1. Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilate and “asked for the body of Jesus” 
(Mark 15:43).

2. Pilate sent for the centurion to learn from him whether Jesus “was 
already dead” (15:44–45).

3. Then the cross had to be lowered and the nails drawn out. At about this 
time, Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh (yellow-brown resin used 
for perfume, embalming, and anointing) and aloes (whose resin and oil 
were prized for fragrance, about a hundred-pound weight). Then they 
took the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
which is the burial custom of the Jews (John 19:39–40). 

4. The body had to be carried to Joseph’s “own new tomb, which he had 
cut in the rock” (Matt. 27:60). Fortunately, the “tomb was close at hand” 
(John 19:42). Rolling the stone in place to serve as a door required the 
strength of two men and a bit more time.

5. The women who came with him from Galilee followed after and saw the 
tomb where His body was laid. They returned and prepared spices and 
ointments (this was late Friday afternoon, the purchases being made 
before the Sabbath began at the setting of the sun); and rested on 
the Sabbath day according to the commandment (Luke 23:54–56; Ex. 
20:8–11).

EXT R A PU RCH A SES A F T ER T H E SA B B AT H EN DED 
MarK 16:1
The women made additional purchases on Saturday after sundown, for shops 
and bazaars opened to do a brisk business in the lingering light of the vanishing 
sun. When the Sabbath was over (Saturday, after sundown), Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome the mother of Zebedee’s children, 
James and John, bought spices so that they might anoint Jesus’ body.
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E A ST ER MOR N I NG 
MarK 16:2–4
Early Easter morning, they headed for Joseph’s 
lovely garden. Worrisome thoughts bothered 
them en route. Their fear was not of the soldiers 
guarding the tomb but fear of not gaining access 
to the tomb. The question was, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” (16:3). However, when they arrived, they 
found the stone rolled away. Matthew records 
what had happened: “And, behold, there was 
a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and came and rolled 
back the stone and sat upon it. His appearance 
was like lightning and his clothing white as 
snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men” (Matt. 28:2–4). The 
soldiers, frightened out of their wits, fainted 
dead away. The women had nothing to fear from 
the guards.

T H E WOMEN W ER E A FR A I D 
MarK 16:5–6
However, the women were alarmed when they 
entered the tomb and saw a masculine-looking 
angel sitting on the right side, clothed in a 
long white garment. He said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified [the same name as used in the 
superscription on the cross].” Then clearly and 
tersely the angel delivered the Easter message, 
“He has risen; he is not here. See the place 
where they laid him” (16:5–6). The grave clothes 
were all in place. Jesus, with His glorified body, 
had passed through them without disturbing 
them (John 20:6–7), and right through the 
barricaded grotto, for His resurrection body was 
not shackled by time and space. The stone was 
rolled away not to let Christ out but to let the 
disciples in.

PRO CL A I M T H E E A ST ER MESSAGE 
MarK 16:7
“But go, tell his disciples and Peter [who 
especially needed to hear of his reinstatement 
as an apostle after his threefold denial], that 
he is going before you into Galilee. There you 
will see him, just as he told you” (16:7). The 
organizational unity of the disciples had to be 
reestablished, for to these chosen emissaries 
the Lord gave the task of initiating the 
evangelization of the world (16:15–16; Matt. 
28:18–20).

W H AT D OES T H E R ESU R R ECT IO N 
PROV E ?

a. That Christ is the Son of God (Rom. 1:4).

b. That His doctrine is the truth (John 2:19).

c. That God the Father has accepted the 
sacrifice of His Son for the reconciliation 
of the world (Rom. 4:25).

d. That all believers shall rise to eternal life 
(John 11:25–26). (A Short Explanation 
of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, 
CPH, by Erwin Kurth, Oliver C. Rupprecht, 
and John M. Runge)

T H E E A ST ER DI R ECT I V E
Everyone who has accepted the gracious 
invitation “Come, see” must heed the imperative 
“Go, tell!” Let there be an eagerness about us 
as we share with others the doctrine of the 
resurrection, “Go quickly! Run! Tell it abroad: He 
is risen! He is risen indeed!”
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T H E CE RTA I N T Y OF H IS R ISI NG AG A I N
There was initially great doubt about the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus in the minds of the disciples 
(16:11, 13, 14; Luke 24:11, 37, 41), but the “many 
proofs” (Acts 1:3) and appearances at last convinced 
them and changed them from chickenhearted into 
lionhearted men. The Bible records as many as 
twelve appearances of Jesus during the 40-day 
post-resurrection period and, afterwards, to Saul of 
Tarsus on his way to Damascus.

1. First, to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He 
had cast seven demons (16:9).

2. Then, to the women. “Greetings!” They took 
hold of His feet (Matt. 28:9).

3. To Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5).

4. To “more than five hundred brothers at one 
time.” (1 Cor. 15:6).

5. To James (1 Cor. 15:7).

6. To two disciples on the way to Emmaus on 
Easter afternoon (Luke 24:13–35).

7. To the ten apostles, on Easter evening. 
Thomas was absent and Judas Iscariot, of 
course, was dead (Luke 24:36–48; John 
20:19–23). “Touch me, and see.” He “ate 
before them.”

8. To the Eleven eight days later, Thomas now 
being present. “My Lord and my God!” (John 
20:26–29).

9. To the seven by the sea. Miraculous catch of 
fish (John 21:1–14). Christ questions Peter 
concerning his love (John 21:15–23).

10. To the Eleven on a mountain in Galilee 
(Matt. 28:16–17).

11. To those present at His ascension from Mt. 
Olivet (Luke 24:50–51).

12. To the Apostle Paul at his conversion on the 
Damascus Turnpike (Acts 9:5; 1Cor. 15:8).

M A R K R ECOR DS T H R EE A PPE A R A NCES.
Mark, in his succinct manner, records three of the 
appearances:

1) To Mary Magdalene (16:9); 

2) To Cleopas and his companion of Emmaus 
(16:12–13); and 

3) To “the eleven themselves as they were 
reclining at table and he rebuked them for 
their unbelief and hardness of heart [Thomas 
included], because they had not believed those 
who saw him after he had risen” (16:14).

COM MISSION OF H IS CHU RCH 
MarK 16:15–16
Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus issued the 
great mandate to His Church: “Go into all the world 
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” The 
mandate is clear. 

We may have difficulty understanding certain 
words in the Bible like “predestined” (Eph. 1:11), or 
“propitiation” (1 John 4:10), but we certainly have 
no difficulty understanding the simple words: “Go 
into... the world... proclaim the Gospel.” The word 
“gospel,” interestingly, cannot be written without 
a “go” in it! The command He gives is not “send.” 
Some church members, when called upon to go 
and serve, answer: “Send him, send her”! There 
is, of course, a time and place to send, as Jesus 
reminded His followers: “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest” (Luke 10:2). But the word here is “Go!” 

The order is issued to every enlisted soldier in 
the King’s army. Preachers should not claim, 
nor should laymen depute to them, the whole 
responsibility for the Kingdom’s progress. No one 
can take your place in the foxholes of Christian 
warfare. “Go!” is the marching order issued by the 
Captain of our salvation.
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The Triune God is interested in nothing less than the redemption of the whole world. He 
desires “all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). 
This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world: (Matt. 24:14; John 1:29, 
3:16–17, 4:42, 6:33; 1 John 4:14, and 2 Cor. 5:19).

We need to know how to present the story of Jesus and His love to others. Learn to do it 
in your own way. First, write out on paper, in the privacy of your home, what Jesus means 
to you, and then tell it to others. If you have difficulty communicating your faith to others, 
invite and bring people to the pastor’s class on the teachings of the Bible. Let the Holy 
Spirit work through God’s Word.

CLOSI NG WOR DS OF M A R K ’S GOSPEL 
MarK 16:17–18
After Jesus had given the Infant Church the Great Commission to inaugurate world 
evangelization, He gave the “signs” to authenticate their message. The types of miracles 
or powers are enumerated in 16:17–18. Something extraordinary and convincing had to 
accompany the preaching of the Word if “repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ” was to be achieved. Idolatry was widespread, and permissiveness 
of lifestyles was rampant. See Romans 1:22–32. Miracles served as attestations to the 
truthfulness of the Gospel.

T H E A SCENSION A N D SESSION 
MarK 16:19–20
“So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God.” He took His seat of honor and power on the right hand of 
God as King of kings and Lord of lords, where He reigns now and forever.

The early followers of the Lord Jesus were so successful in spreading the Emancipation 
Proclamation because “the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by 
accompanying signs.” Amen. 

We need to know how to present the story of Jesus and 
His love to others. Learn to do it in your own way. First, 

write out on paper, in the privacy of your home, what 
Jesus means to you, and then tell it to others.
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